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ONCE THERE WAS JORDANVILLE 
A history of the Ashwood/Jordanville/Chadstone area 
and the Housing Commission, Victoria estate. 

Jeffrey  Turnbull 

   The current City of Monash has many 
suburbs but Ashwood and Chadstone remain 
unique because in the immediate post-World
War II times of economic boom and 
expanding population, the area received a 
greater proportion of new-comers than 
anywhere else in the shire. 
   Essentially, the area was rural and quiet until 
1947 when Housing Commission, Victoria 
moved in and built street after street of 
concrete and brick houses and two storey flats.  
The young married couples with children who 
occupied these low-cost houses increased 
Mulgrave’s population six-fold between 1950 
and 1956. 
   This book tells the story of the early 
development of the area which initially was 
the thriving suburb of Jordanville during the 
post-war baby boom period.  It is the history as 
told by those who lived, worked and played 
there.  Jordanville was their suburb and this is 
their story.  
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